
  
 

 

Welcome! – Riviera Church is an unapologetically 
progressive community in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA).  
 
We are a family church where families come in all 
compositions.  
 
We are a thinking church that wrestles with faith issues 
confronting our society today and strives to make our faith 
personally relevant and meaningful.  
 
We are a mission-driven church that, since the civil 
rights movement, has worked for justice and peace for all 
God's children.  
 
In our worship, education, and mission, we strive that all will 
know they are loved unconditionally.  

 
 

5275 Sunset Drive | Miami FL 33143 
www.rivierachurch.org 

305-666-8586 

 

https://rivierachurch.org/serve/missions-at-rpc/
http://www.rivierachurch.org/
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Ministry Statement 
➢ We engage with each other in joyful worship and thoughtful 

education;  
➢ We dedicate our resources and talents to God's work;  

➢ And we open our hearts in active mission to others.  

 

• We celebrate The Lord's Supper on the first Sunday of every 
month. All are welcome at the table.  
 

• Nursery Care –infant through toddlers- is available during 
worship. In addition, our nursery attendant Josephine will be in 
the Welcome Area/Narthex to greet you. 
 

• Hearing devices, large print bulletins, and hymnals are available. 
Please ask an usher.   
 

• Restrooms are accessible by the ramp in the Sanctuary. Follow 
the signs. Changing tables are in both restrooms. 
 

• We want to serve you. If you have a ministry need, please 
contact Congregational Care Committee Co-Chair Karen at 
kc33134@aol.com. 
 

• For prayer requests, please email bfah@me.com  
 

• Riviera Presbyterian Church is a proud member of these 
organizations and a Matthew 25 congregation. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

"Matthew 25:31-46 calls all of us to actively 
engage in the world around us, so our faith 

comes alive and we wake up to new possibilities." 

(www.pcusa.org/matthew25) 

 
 

mailto:kc33134@aol.com
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RIVIERA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT-PEACE 

DECEMBER 5, 2021 
11:00 AM  

 
GATHERING 

We ask all who attend "in person" worship to keep their mask on 

as a visible expression of "loving your neighbor as yourself." 

 

Please note that this service is broadcast via live stream and 

digitally recorded.  

 

CHIMING THE HOUR & WELCOMING THE LIGHT OF 
CHRIST 
 
PRELUDE       Prepare the Way of the Lord 
(Please use this time to quiet your spirit and prepare for worship.) 

 
WELCOME                         Ruling Elder Laura Fothergill 
 
*Please stand in body or spirit. 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  (from Malachi 3:1)    Laura Fothergill 
One: See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way 
before me, 
ALL: and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come 
to his temple. 
One: The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight — 
ALL: indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 
One: Let us worship the Lord! 
ALL: Let us worship the One who is coming! 
 
*OPENING HYMN#102 Savior of the Nations, Come  

(Vs. 1,4) 
 



4 

 

Please be seated 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH -CANDLE OF 
PEACE 
                                          Members of the Riviera Choir 
Bryan Page: Today the Candle of Peace is lit.  Consider 
peace. Peace is not the mere absence of strife nor is it only 
the cessation of violence. Peace is a deep spiritual reality 
that is present both in the quiet and in the chaos. Peace is 
what we disciples experience—that relationship with God 
that draws us to deepen our relationships with others. 
Because of God’s peace within and among us we live out the 
great commission as our call. How does peace take shape in 
your view of what scripture calls us to believe and do? 
 
John German: CANDLE LIGHTING (two purple 
candles are lit): 
One: Companion God, we continue our Advent journey. 
ALL:  Illumine for us a shining path to you. 
One: We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of           

Christ. As the Lord has promised, in days to come… 
    The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,    
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

ALL: The calf and the lion and the fatling will lie         
down together, and a little child shall lead them. 

(Isa. 11:6) 
 
 

Rev. Dr. David Welton: PRAYER 
Holy One, we light this candle, a flicker of starlight, 
a sign of belonging, of growth, of possibility, of awe and 
wonder. May it be a reminder of your divine spark, kindling 
new beginnings within us. Peace be born among us! We wait 
in hope and peace with all your people through the ages and 
into tomorrow.  Amen. 
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Today we will sing verse 2.  

 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION                   Amparo Hernandez 
God calls us to “prepare the way of the Lord” and in order to 
do so we are to “make his paths straight.” While we do 
strive to do just these things, we often find curves and 
bumps in the road along the way. Let us confess our sin 
together so that God can help us continue to prepare the 
way going forward. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION unison          Ellen Anderson 
(from Luke 1:75 and Malachi 3:2) 
Holy and righteous God, far too often we are a far cry 
from the holiness you invite us into. And often we fail 
to live up to your righteous standards for how we are 
called to live. Refine us with your righteous refiner’s 
fire to remove all our sinful impulses and impurities. 
Cleanse us with the fullers’ soap to make us pure and 
holy once again. Help us to live in a way that would 
be pleasing to you, our Lord. Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON        
                                           Rev. Rosemary Noga Welton          
(from James 5: 15-16) 
We are not perfect, but we do not need to be. God in Christ 
is! And God in Christ has taken care of us and this world 
once again: “Every valley shall be filled ... and the rough 
ways made smooth.” In the name of Jesus Christ, you are 
forgiven and freed! May your ears hear this good news, and 
your eyes see the salvation of God! 
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON                                  Anna Rosas 
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CHILDREN'S SONG  Children may now follow Anna & 
Josephine to Sunday School.           

  
THE WORD 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM    Springs in the Desert    A.B. Jennings  

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                Sandy Barrow   
Holy, holy, holy God, just as your word came to John in the 
wilderness, send it once again to us now in this place. Speak 
to us your gospel message so that we may cry out with the 
good news once more. We love you, Lord. Amen.                                     
 
SCRIPTURE                                           Malachi 2:17-3:5 
                                                                       Luke 3:1-6 
                                                          Philippians 1: 2-11 
 
SERMON                                              Rev. Diane Shoaf 

Pathway to Peace 
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THE RESPONSE 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                  Carol Thompson         
Eternal God, we rejoice that you claim us and behold us. We 
celebrate being your people and the ability to worship you. 
Thank you for all our blessings and freedoms that allow us 
to do just that. Enable us to fully and freely give our all to 
your glory today and tomorrow and forevermore. 
 
God of love, your compassion for us still surprises us from 
time to time. It probably shouldn’t because it’s never 
changed, but it does. The undistracted attention that you 
show us and the title of beloved that you bestow upon us 
feel undeserved and unearned. Nonetheless, help us as we 
bask in their warmth once again today. 
 
God of justice, we also know that much of what we do gets 
in the way of others feeling that warmth. Help us recognize 
and work to eliminate the ways in which we participate in 
larger unhealthy systems of power in which we find 
ourselves. Enable us to see the world more and more 
through your eyes with clarity of heart and holiness of mind. 
Allow us to share in your good news for all. 
 
God of now, we pray for all those who need to feel our 
prayers on this day. We pray for those who are sick needing 
strength and endurance. We pray for those who are 
confused needing guidance and direction. We pray for those 
who are hurt needing your soothing and healing touch. We 
pray for those who are experiencing loss needing the 
comfort and peace that only you can provide. We lift up to 
you those you place in our hearts and minds at this time ... 
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We pray all this in Christ's name, who also taught us to pray 
in this manner: 
We appreciate the diverse traditions and backgrounds that make 
up the Riviera community of faith and encourage you to use 
whatever words for this prayer are meaningful for you.  

THE LORD'S PRAYER unison 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be your 
name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done on earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kin-dom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS           Ruling Elder Butch Sorenson 
Be in the Know – check our website and Facebook Page and see what 
opportunities for ministry you are interested in making a connection 
with, events to participate in, and classes to expand your faith journey.  

 
CALL TO THE OFFERING              Vivian &John German 
(Luke 1:68) 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked 
favorably on his people and redeemed them.” As blessed, 
redeemed, and favored people, may we share what we have 
been given so generously at this time. 
 
Invitation to give tithes and offerings   
We respond to God's call by giving our financial gifts to further God's mission in 
the world. Now is when you can give your financial gifts.  If you are a member of 
another church, please give to them for their ministries.  If you are not a 
member of another church, we invite you to help Riviera continue its path of 
being a missional church by donating today. In your bulletins and on your 
screen, you can see the different ways to contribute. 

The Act of Gratitude 
1. You may donate today with a credit/debit 

card at www.rivierachurch.org and click on 

http://www.rivierachurch.org/
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the GIVE button or use the scan me code 
with your phone camera. 

2. You may leave your 
donation in the 
offering plate as you 
exit the Sanctuary. You 
may download the free 
Give+ app (Ios & 
Android) 

3. You may set up online 
payment via your bank 
bill pay program. 

4. You may also mail in 
your check to the 
church at Riviera Presbyterian Church at 
5275 Sunset Drive, Miami, FL 33143 

 
* DOXOLOGY  
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Instructions prior to communion for those online or Zoom: 
Prepare a space for communion. Light a candle and place it on 
your table with bread and a cup filled with wine or grape juice, add 
any other items (bible or cross) that will make your table a spiritual 
and holy place. 

 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION                 Rev. Diane Shoaf       
Let us pray. God, we ask you to be present with us as we 
meet knowing that you transcend our physical distance from 
one another. You are not tied to time or space and you part 
the veil between us as we come together to share your holy 
meal. As we worship online and in person, we know that we 
are one body and that through this sacrament we are one in 
your Spirit and together.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE               Rev. Diane Shoaf      
At Riviera Church we practice open communion. You need 
not be a member of Riviera or any church to share in this 
sacramental meal.   
Communion is a tactile, sensory experience where we 
symbolically serve a meal that has been handed down to us 
from the ancient Hebrews at their Passover Table and 
adapted by Jesus as he shared his last meal with his 
disciples.  You are invited to participate in this communion in 
any way that fits your faith journey at this time.  Taste the 
love that we share together. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING               Rev. Diane Shoaf      
One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts! 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and 
praise, O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe. 
 
Your glory is a consuming fire; who can stand in your 
presence? Yet you have prepared the way for us, with a 
messenger of grace. You receive the humble offering of our 
lives as a precious gift. 
 
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of 
angels with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all the 
faithful of every time and place who forever sing to the glory 
of your name:  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in 
the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ is our way in the wilderness: at his word, every 
valley is lifted and every mountain made low; in his body, all 
flesh shall see your saving power. 
 
Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, we take 
from your creation this bread and this wine and joyfully 
celebrate his dying and rising, as we await the day of his 
coming. With thanksgiving, we offer our very selves to you 
to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  



13 

 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon 
these your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we break 
and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body 
and blood of Christ. By your Spirit, unite us with Christ and 
with your church in all the world. 
 
Through the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ that we 
share, bring to completion the good work that you began in 
us, and let our love for you and for one another overflow in 
abundance. 
 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and 
forever. Amen 
 
THE COMMUNION 
For those attending worship in-person you may now open 
your communion cup.  Additional cups are on the table in 
the Welcome Area/Narthex.  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION          Dr. Walter Busse 
Mighty God, holy is your name. We thank you for gathering 
us at your table and feeding us with the bread of life. As we 
leave this table to go to the many places where you call us, 
send your Spirit to accompany us, so that we may share in 
your magnificent work: lifting up those who are laid low, 
showing mercy to all in need of human kindness, and 
feeding the bodies and hearts of all those who are hungry. 
Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN #93  
           Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  
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*CHARGE AND BLESSING                   Rev. Diane Shoaf 
 
POSTLUDE        We Are Waiting  
 
Please remain seated during the Postlude.  
 
Liturgy written by Brian Coulter, pastor at First Presbyterian Church in 
Fort Worth, Texas and provided for free distribution. © Presbyterian 
Outlook, 2021. 

 

Please take a moment to let us know you worshipped with us 
today by signing in on the fellowship pad located on the aisle 
seat, leaving a comment on our YouTube page, or checking in on 
Facebook @RivieraChurch. For upcoming events, please visit 
our website www.rivierachurch.org or Facebook page 
@RivieraChurch 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rivierachurch.org/
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Today we welcome to the 
Riviera Pulpit, Rev. Diane 
Shoaf. Reverend Shoaf is a long-
time friend of the Riviera 
church.  She has served in 
churches and institutions of higher 
education in South Florida.  Her 
current ministry of spiritual 
direction engages others in 
meaningful conversation in service 
to deep listening, reflection, and   
discernment.   
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You may share any prayer requests or joys below, which will 
be sent to our pastoral care team. Please place your prayer 
requests in the offering plate as you exit or email them to: 
bfah@me.com 
 

Name:_________________________________ 
 
Prayer Requests__________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
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Prayer as  
Spiritual Practice 

for  
Clarity of Identity 
Moving Forward 

 

2/2 
Romans 12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God – what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 
 
As we enter into this season of Advent and looking towards 
a Transitional Pastor joining us, we invite each member and 
friend to pray every day of the week, twice a day for two 
minutes. 
 
We encourage our members to pray at 11:00 AM and 11:00 
PM but choose a time that works best for you.  
 
Put an alarm on your phone – and pray for Riviera and our 
Presbytery.  
 
Remember 2 minutes of prayer X twice daily = 28 minutes 
for the church per member and friend. Multiply those 28 
minutes by the number of members and friends, and the 
result is a Praying Church! 
 
Some might recall, this was our Lenten Spiritual Practice in 
2019. 
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Spread some Christmas Joy 
this December with a 
beautiful Bloomin' 4 Good 
Bouquet and help the Riviera 
Food Pantry fight hunger. 
 
The Riviera Food Pantry was 
selected by Winn Dixie's Bloomin' 
4 Good Program to receive a $1 
donation for every $12.99 Bloomi' 
4 Good Bouquet with the red 
circle sticker. 
ONLY AT THIS: Winn-Dixie 
6770 Bird Road, Miami, FL. 
 
 

So head on over and purchase a bouquet to cheer up a friend 
with the holiday blues. 
 
Buy one for your elderly neighbor who lives alone. 
 
The co-worker who goes that extra mile to help you. 
 
And don't forget to pick up one for 
YOU because you deserve a 
beautiful bouquet! 
 
And not only will you be bringing 
beauty into someone's life, but you 
will also be helping to feed the 
hungry in our local community. 
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ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION: 
Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE 

LICENSE#A-713957. All rights reserved. 
 

Prelude: #95 Prepare the Way of the Lord #00142 © 1984, Les 

Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Contributors: Jacques 
Berthier, Taizé 

 
Opening Hymn: #102 Savior of the Nations, Come (Vs. 1,4)  

#84509 Text: 77 77; Veni, Redemptor gentium; Martin Luther, 1483-

1546, after St. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Verses 1-3a tr. by William M. 
Reynolds, 1812-1876; Verses 3b-5 tr. by Martin L. Seltz, 1909-1967, alt. 

Music: Geystliche Gesangk Büchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524. 
Contributors: Geystliche Gesangk Büchleyn, Martin Luther 

 
Candle Lighting Ceremony: #85 Light One Candle #85955  

Contributors: Wayne L. Wold Tune: Setting © 1984 Augsburg Fortress 

Text: © 1984 Augsburg Fortress 
 

Children's Time Response: #95 Prepare the Way of the 
Lord #00142  © 1984, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., 

agent Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taizé 

 
Choir Anthem: Springs in the Desert #123294 Contributors: Arthur 

B. Jennings 
 

Doxology:  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow #08008  

Contributors: Avery & Marsh Text: © 1967, Hope Publishing Company 
 

Closing Hymn: #93 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  
#84456 Text: LM; based on Psalm 24; George Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. 

by Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878. Music: Williams' Psalmodia 
Evangelica, Part II, 1789. Contributors: TRURO, George Weissel 

 

Postlude: We Are Waiting  #86071  © 2002, Bernadette Farrell. 
Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Contributors: Bernadette Farrell 

 

 

DISPLAYING PERMISSIONS 
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Riviera Presbyterian Church – PCUSA 
(A Member Congregation of the  
Presbytery of Tropical Florida) 

5275 Sunset Drive, Miami, FL 33143 | (305)666-8586 
rivierachurch@gmail.com| www.rivierachurch.org 

 
Mission Statement 

Riviera Presbyterian Church is a spiritual community that accepts 
and embraces all God's children.  

Ministers                                                            All the People 
Pastor                                                                            Vacant 
Parish Associate for Visitation     Rev. Rosemary N. Welton 
Parish Associate for Visitation           Rev. Dr. David Welton 
Director of Music                                          Dr. Walter Busse 
Youth Education & Outreach                                Anna Rosas 
Certified Church Administrator                       Barbara Prieto 
Nursery Care Giver                                         Josephine Gurri 
Custodian                                                               Mary Lopez 
 

Session Session Session 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 

Karen Collier Susan Admire Laura Fothergill 

Barbara Overton Amparo Hernandez Elaine Lanaris 

Susan Mazzola Bryan Page Rey Prieto 

Mimi Sutherland Michele Ready Alejandra Rondon 

  Butch Sorenson 

 

mailto:rivierachurch@gmail.com
http://www.rivierachurch.org/

