
  
 
 

Welcome! – Riviera Church is an unapologetically 
progressive community in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA).  
 
We are a family church where families come in all 
compositions.  
 
We are a thinking church that wrestles with faith issues 
confronting our society today and strives to make our faith 
personally relevant and meaningful.  
 
We are a mission-driven church that, since the civil 
rights movement, has worked for justice and peace for all 
God's children.  
 
In our worship, education, and mission, we strive that all will 
know they are loved unconditionally.  

 
 

5275 Sunset Drive | Miami FL 33143 

www.rivierachurch.org 
305-666-8586 

 

https://rivierachurch.org/serve/missions-at-rpc/
http://www.rivierachurch.org/
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Ministry Statement 
➢ We engage with each other in joyful worship and thoughtful 

education;  
➢ We dedicate our resources and talents to God's work;  

➢ And we open our hearts in active mission to others.  

 

• We celebrate The Lord's Supper on the first Sunday of every 
month. All are welcome at the table.  
 

• Nursery Care –infant through toddlers- is available during 
worship. In addition, our nursery attendant Josephine will be in 
the Welcome Area/Narthex to greet you. 
 

• Hearing devices, large print bulletins, and hymnals are available. 
Please ask an usher.   
 

• Restrooms are accessible by the ramp in the Sanctuary. Follow 
the signs. Changing tables are in both restrooms. 
 

• We want to serve you. If you have a ministry need, please 
contact Congregational Care Committee Co-Chair Karen at 
kc33134@aol.com. 
 

• For prayer requests, please email bfah@me.com  
 

• Riviera Presbyterian Church is a proud member of these 
organizations and a Matthew 25 congregation. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

"Matthew 25:31-46 calls all of us to actively 
engage in the world around us, so our faith 

comes alive and we wake up to new possibilities." 

(www.pcusa.org/matthew25) 

 
 

mailto:kc33134@aol.com
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RIVIERA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT-HOPE 

NOVEMBER 28, 2021 
11:00 AM  

 
GATHERING 

We ask all who attend "in person" worship to keep their mask on 

as a visible expression of "loving your neighbor as yourself." 

 

Please note that this service is broadcast via live stream and 

digitally recorded.  

 

CHIMING THE HOUR & WELCOMING THE LIGHT OF 
CHRIST 
 
PRELUDE       Prepare the Way of the Lord 
(Please use this time to quiet your spirit and prepare for worship.) 

 
WELCOME                    Ruling Elder Laura Fothergill &                                      
                     Anna Rosas Youth Education & Outreach 
 
*Please stand in body or spirit. 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                  Karen Collier 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be 
established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be 
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many 
peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the 
word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between 
the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 



4 

 

neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! —Isaiah 2:2-5, 
NRSV 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
*OPENING HYMN# #88  
                 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
 
Please be seated 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH -CANDLE OF 
HOPE 
                                  Riviera’s Women Study Attendees 
Carol: Today the Candle of Hope is lit.  Consider hope.  
Hope is neither vague nor vain; it is the bedrock of a loving, 
welcoming, boundary transcending witness that claims the 
Word-made-flesh breaking into this world with love and 
justice. We live such hope in the way in which we meet 
neighbors, pray, serve, and mentor each other in 
faithfulness. Hope is a leadership quality. How does hope 
take shape in your view of what scripture calls us to believe 
and do? 
 
Ellen: CANDLE LIGHTING (one purple candle is lit): 
One: Companion God, we begin our Advent journey anew. 
All: Illumine for us a shining path to you. 
One: We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of 
Christ. 
 As the Lord has promised, in days to come… 
 The nations shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
 and their spears into pruning hooks; 
All: Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
 neither shall they learn war anymore.   (Isa. 2:4) 
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Valerie: PRAYER 
Holy One, we light this candle, a flicker of starlight, 
A sign of belonging, of growth, of possibility, of awe and 
wonder. May it be a reminder of your divine spark, 
kindling new beginnings within us. Hope be born among us! 
We wait in hope with all your people through the ages and 
into tomorrow.  Amen. 
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CALL TO CONFESSION                  Bonnie Hannemann 

We are captive, exiled, O God, because we have, each in our 
own way, chosen our own path, away from you. We are 
hungry for wisdom and knowledge, because we have, too 
often, substituted our judgment for yours. We are lost, in 
need of guidance. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION unison  Bonnie Hannemann   
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart and soul and mind 
and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We have chosen our own path. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                Bonnie Hannemann 
Friends in Christ, hear this Good News! God could not love 
you any more than God loves you at this very moment. You 
are that beloved. So know that wrapped in that love is grace 
and forgiveness, and a call to go out into the world to love. 
Alleluia! Amen.            
"Written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, 'Hold Fast to What Is Good'—
used with permission. 

 
CHILDREN'S SERMON                                  Anna Rosas 
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CHILDREN'S SONG #95 Prepare the Way of the Lord            

Children may now follow Josephine to Sunday School. 

 
THE WORD 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM                                          F. Mendelssohn 
                There Shall a Star Come Out of Jacob 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                 Vivian German 
Speak to us God of hope.  
May we hear your voice in the narrative.  
May we hear your voice in the words. 
May we hear your voice in the pauses.  
May we hear your voice in the pondering. 
God of hope, may we hear your voice. 
                                      
SCRIPTURE                                                 Karen Collier 
                                                               Luke 1:39-45,56 
 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean 
town in the hill country, 40 where she entered the house of 
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud 
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cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the 
mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard 
the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for 
joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would 
be[a] a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 
 
And Mary remained with her about three months and then 
returned to her home. 
 
One: The word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
SERMON                                                        Anna Rosas 
 

THE RESPONSE 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                       Valerie Deville 
In anticipation we gather. With expectation we wait. We 
gather to watch for the coming of the good news into our 
world and into our lives. We wait to see the fullness of God’s 
vision. O God, open the doors to our hearts, that this year 
we may have room for the birth of Jesus. O God, as we 
marvel over all that you are doing, overwhelm us with so 
much wonder that words of praise spring forth from our lips! 
In this time of waiting, let true worship begin in our hearts. 
Let our praises rise up to the heavens! Let our celebrations 
spread new hope over a tired world! Let us gather together 
all our dreams and lives to worship our God! Amen. 
 
We pray all this in Christ's name, who also taught us to pray 
in this manner: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A39-45&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24931a
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We appreciate the diverse traditions and backgrounds that make 
up the Riviera community of faith and encourage you to use 
whatever words for this prayer are meaningful for you.  

THE LORD'S PRAYER unison 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be your 
name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done on earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kin-dom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS           Ruling Elder Butch Sorenson 
Be in the Know – check our website and Facebook Page and see what 
opportunities for ministry you are interested in making a connection 
with, events to participate in, and classes to expand your faith journey.  

 
CALL TO THE OFFERING                Ellen Anderson 
The willingness to give is a sign of life. The fruit tree gives of 
its fruit, and we know it is alive. When it no longer gives, 
we know real life has gone out of it. The heart that hoards 
the blessings of God is no longer alive with spiritual power. 
To give is to live. Amen. 
 
Invitation to give tithes and offerings   
We respond to God's call by giving our financial gifts to further God's mission in 
the world. Now is when you can give your financial gifts.  If you are a member of 
another church, please give to them for their ministries.  If you are not a 
member of another church, we invite you to help Riviera continue its path of 
being a missional church by donating today. In your bulletins and on your 
screen, you can see the different ways to contribute. 
The Act of Gratitude 

1. You may donate today with a credit/debit 
card at www.rivierachurch.org and click on 
the GIVE button or use the scan me code 
with your phone camera. 

http://www.rivierachurch.org/
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2. You may leave your 
donation in the 
offering plate as you 
exit the Sanctuary. You 
may download the free 
Give+ app (Ios & 
Android) 

3. You may set up online 
payment via your bank 
bill pay program. 

4. You may also mail in 
your check to the 
church at Riviera Presbyterian Church at 
5275 Sunset Drive, Miami, FL 33143 

 
* DOXOLOGY  

 
* HYMN #83 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
 
*CHARGE AND BLESSING                          Anna Rosas 
 



11 

 

POSTLUDE      Emmanuel Emmanuel  
 
Please remain seated during the Postlude.  
 
 

Please take a moment to let us know you worshipped with us 
today by signing in on the fellowship pad located on the aisle 
seat, leaving a comment on our YouTube page, or checking in on 
Facebook @RivieraChurch. For upcoming events, please visit 
our website www.rivierachurch.org or Facebook page 
@RivieraChurch 

 
 
Today we welcome to the Riviera 
Pulpit, Anna Rosas. 
Anna is Riviera’s Youth Education & 
Outreach  Assistant.  
 
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.rivierachurch.org/
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After Worship Today 
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You may share any prayer requests or joys below, which will 
be sent to our pastoral care team. Please place your prayer 
requests in the offering plate as you exit or email them to: 
bfah@me.com 
 

Name:_________________________________ 
 
Prayer Requests__________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
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Prayer as  
Spiritual Practice 

for  
Clarity of Identity 
Moving Forward 

 

2/2 
Romans 12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God – what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 
 
As we enter into this season of Advent and looking towards 
a Transitional Pastor joining us, we invite each member and 
friend to pray every day of the week, twice a day for two 
minutes. 
 
We encourage our members to pray at 11:00 AM and 11:00 
PM but choose a time that works best for you.  
 
Put an alarm on your phone – and pray for Riviera and our 
Presbytery.  
 
Remember 2 minutes of prayer X twice daily = 28 minutes 
for the church per member and friend. Multiply those 28 
minutes by the number of members and friends, and the 
result is a Praying Church! 
 
Some might recall, this was our Lenten Spiritual Practice in 
2019. 
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ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION: 
Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE 

LICENSE#A-713957. All rights reserved. 
 

Prelude: #95 Prepare the Way of the Lord #00142 © 1984, Les 

Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Contributors: Jacques 
Berthier, Taizé 

 
Opening Hymn: #88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #84028  

Text: LM with refrain; 'O' Antiphons, Latin, 9th cent.; Verses 1, 3-6, 

para. in Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Cologne, 1710; tr. by 
John Mason Neale, 1818-1866; Verses 2, 7 tr. fr. The Hymnal 1940, alt. 

Music: Chant, Mode I; Processionale, French, 15th cent.; adapt. by 
Thomas Helmore, 1811-1890. Contributors: VENI, VENI, EMMANUEL 

 
Candle Lighting Ceremony: #85 Light One Candle #85955  

Contributors: Wayne L. Wold Tune: Setting © 1984 Augsburg Fortress 

Text: © 1984 Augsburg Fortress 
 

Children's Time Response: #95 Prepare the Way of the 
Lord #00142  © 1984, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., 

agent Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taizé 

 
Doxology:  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow #08008  

Contributors: Avery & Marsh Text: © 1967, Hope Publishing Company 
 

Postlude:  Emmanuel Emmanuel #1058003 Contributors: Charlie 

Brown, Sheldon Curry Tune: © 1977 Triune Music, a division of The 
Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services) Text: © 1977 Triune 

Music, a division of The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services) 
 

Public Domain 
Choir Anthem: There Shall a Star Come Out of Jacob by F. 

Mendelssohn 

 
Closing Hymn:#83 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus #97585 

Contributors: Public Domain Tune: STUTTGART Text: Text: Haggai 2:7; 
Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 

DISPLAYING PERMISSIONS 



16 

 

 

 
 

Riviera Presbyterian Church – PCUSA 
(A Member Congregation of the  
Presbytery of Tropical Florida) 

5275 Sunset Drive, Miami, FL 33143 | (305)666-8586 
rivierachurch@gmail.com| www.rivierachurch.org 

 
Mission Statement 

Riviera Presbyterian Church is a spiritual community that accepts 
and embraces all God's children.  

Ministers                                                            All the People 
Pastor                                                                            Vacant 
Parish Associate for Visitation     Rev. Rosemary N. Welton 
Parish Associate for Visitation           Rev. Dr. David Welton 
Director of Music                                          Dr. Walter Busse 
Youth Education & Outreach                                Anna Rosas 
Certified Church Administrator                       Barbara Prieto 
Nursery Care Giver                                         Josephine Gurri 
Custodian                                                               Mary Lopez 
 

Session Session Session 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 

Karen Collier Susan Admire Laura Fothergill 

Barbara Overton Amparo Hernandez Elaine Lanaris 

Susan Mazzola Bryan Page Rey Prieto 

Mimi Sutherland Michele Ready Alejandra Rondon 

  Butch Sorenson 

 

mailto:rivierachurch@gmail.com
http://www.rivierachurch.org/

