
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Epistle: a letter.   
  

An amazingly simple definition for a word that carries with it the power to embody love, demand justice, 

and transform the world. 
  

Together we will be working towards these goals throughout the summer.  
  

Together we will learn about The Epistles in the Bible. How they were written for their time and how we 

can apply them to our current times. 
  

Together we will write epistles to those we cherish in our church community. 
  

Together we will let our voices be heard by writing to our legislative representatives.  

  
Together we will worship as a community of faith united in the knowledge that God will stand by us in all 

times and all places.  

 
RIVIERA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

THE EPISTLES: PAUL’S LETTERS  
TO TITUS AND PHILEMON 

AUGUST 1, 2021 
 

GATHERING 
 

For those watching on Zoom you are invited to stay on after the worship service for fellowship time. 

 

CHIMING THE HOUR & WELCOMING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
 
PRELUDE                                            Meditation from Thais                                         J. Massenet   
(Please use the Prelude as a time to quiet your spirit and prepare for worship.) 
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GREETINGS                                                                                      Rev. Martha Shiverick 
Greetings! – Riviera Church is an unapologetically progressive community in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA). We are a family church where families come in all compositions. We are a thinking church that 
wrestles with faith issues confronting our society today and strives to make our faith personally 
relevant and meaningful. We are a mission-driven church that, since the civil rights movement, has 
worked for justice and peace for all God’s children. In our worship, our education, and our mission 
we strive that all will know they all are loved unconditionally.  
 
OPENING HYMN  
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CALL TO WORSHIP                                 
One: You call your people to prayer and praise in many ways. 
All: This day, bring us together just as you called the people of Israel to gather manna 
together in the desert to eat and sustain life. 
One: God of unity, give us this day our daily bread.  Offer us the nutrients we need to remain 
connected to you.   
All: As spiritual beings we desire the food that endures - faith, hope, and love. 
One: God of grace, give us this day our daily bread.  All life is created and nourished by you! 
All: May we grow into new circles of understanding and being, reflecting the ways in 
which we have been touched by your holy manna. 
One: Holy Spirit, Come! Give us this day our daily bread.  Let us worship God! 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION                               
Too often our hearts are cold and without gratitude.  Too often our hands are passive and unwilling 
to carry our acts of mercy.  Too often our lips are pursed tightly, unwilling to speak words of love.  
Too often we are alienated and separated from our better self; separated and alienated from God.  
Let us confess our separation and alienation; let us join together in the Prayer of Confession:  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious God, we confess to you that we have not been your servant people.  We have 
not been as loving and caring as we should.  We have been weak in the cause of justice, 
slow to find opportunities for kindness, and quick to anger wand speak hurting words.  
We have each put ourselves in the center of our world.  We have turned away from our 
neighbor’s need.  We have not thanked you or prayed as we should.  God, heal our pain 
and set us free.  Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Through Jesus, we have been given an example of one who was truly nourished and sustained by 
God.  In Christ, we are forgiven, made whole, and restored to the one body.  Thanks be to God! 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                                        Rev. Martha Shiverick                          
 
CHILDREN’S SONG #853   
                                          We are Marching in the Light of God 

 
 

Have you spotted our sheep Madeline De Rivera in the sanctuary today?  
 
Each week she'll be hanging out in a different part of the sanctuary so keep an 
eye out. She will be visible online as well so look for her at home! 
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THE WORD 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM                            Prayer of St. Francis 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
Blessed Lord, who caused the Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace their 
promise of unconditional acceptance and love. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE                                                                                                           Philemon 8-22 
8 For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9 yet I would 
rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus.[a] 10 I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have 
become during my imprisonment. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed 
useful[b] both to you and to me. 12 I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13 I wanted 
to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for 
the gospel; 14 but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might 
be voluntary and not something forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a 
while, so that you might have him back forever, 16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a 
beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
 
17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has wronged 
you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my 
own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, let 
me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, 
I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
22 One thing more—prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping through your prayers to be 
restored to you. 
 
One: The Word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
SERMON                                                                                                  Rev. Martha Shiverick 
                                    ‘For Everyone Born, A Place at the Table’ 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Be in the Know – read the bulletin and see what opportunities for ministry you are interested in 
making a connection with, events to participate in and classes to expand your faith journey.  
 
---- (August 15th) there will be a Congregational Meeting for the purpose of voting on 
the new class of Elders and to vote on dissolving the pastoral relationship between The 
Rev. Martha Shiverick, who will be retiring, and Riviera Church. 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon+1%3A+8-22&version=NRSV&tab=intro#fen-NRSV-29931a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon+1%3A+8-22&version=NRSV&tab=intro#fen-NRSV-29933b
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CALL TO THE OFFERING   
O God, we share these gifts in the spirit of those who shared their loaves and fishes: we ask that you 
take these gifts and use them to feed all creation - to produce seed and grain, filling humans and 
animals alike, and to restore wholeness in the places where malnourishment exists. Amen.   
 
The Act of Gratitude 

1. You may donate today with a credit/debit card at 
www.rivierachurch.org and click on the GIVE button or use the 
scan me code with your phone camera. 

2. You may leave your donation in the offering plate as you exit the 
sanctuary.  

3. You may download the free Give+ app (iOS & Android) 
4. You may set up online payment via your bank bill pay program. 
5. You may also mail in your check to the church at Riviera 

Presbyterian Church at 5275 Sunset Drive, Miami FL 33143 

 
DOXOLOGY #582  
                                     Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

  
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Instructions prior to communion for those online or Zoom: Prepare a space for communion. 
Light a candle and place it on your table with bread and a cup filled with wine or grape juice, add any 
other items (bible or cross) that will make your table a spiritual and holy place. 
 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION                      
Let us pray. 
God, we ask you to be present with us as we meet knowing that you transcend our physical distance 
from one another.  You are not tied to time or space and you part the veil between us as we come 
together to share your holy meal.  As we worship online and in person, we know that we are one 
body and that through this sacrament we are one in your Spirit and together.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE                      
At Riviera Church we practice open communion.  You need not be a member of Riviera or any church 
to share in this sacramental meal.   
Communion is a tactile, sensory experience where we symbolically serve a meal that has been 
handed down to us from the ancient Hebrews at their Passover Table and adapted by Jesus as he 
shared his last meal with his disciples.  You are invited to participate in this communion in any way 
that fits your faith journey at this time.  Taste the love that we share together even in this time of 
worshipping online. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts! 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
 

http://www.rivierachurch.org/
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Table 1. 
Before all that is, you were God. 
Outside all we know, you are God. 
After all is finished, you will be God. 
Archangels sound their trumpets, 
angels teach us their song, 
saints pull us into your presence. 
 
Table 2. 
You beyond the galaxies, 
you under the oceans, you inside the leaves, 
you pouring down rain, 
you opening up the flowers, 
you feeding the insects, 
you giving us your image, 
you carrying us through the waters, 
you holding us in the night, 
your smile on Sarah and Abraham 
your hand with Moses and Miriam, 
your words through Deborah and Isaiah, 
you lived as Jesus among us, 
healing teaching, dying, rising, 
inviting us all to your feast. 
 
Table 3. 
Enliven this bread, 
awaken this body, 
pour us out for each other. 
Transfigure our minds, 
ignite your church, 
nourish the life of the earth. 
Make us, while many, united, 
make us, though broken, whole, 
make us, despite death, alive. 
 
Table 4. 
You, Holy God, Holy One, Holy Three, 
our Life, our Mercy, our Might, 
our Table, our Food, our Server, 
our Rainbow, our Ark, our Dove, 
our Sovereign, our Water, our Wine, 
our Light, our Treasure, our Tree, 
our Way, our Truth, our Life. 
You, Holy God, Holy One Holy Three! 
Praise now, praise tomorrow, praise forever. 
And together we pray in the manner your son taught us praying,  
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For the Lord’s Prayer we appreciate the diverse traditions and backgrounds that make up the Riviera 
community of faith and encourage you to use whatever words for this prayer are meaningful for you. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. For the kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE COMMUNION 
 
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy God, we thank you for this feast of grace and life. 
As we have been served, help us to serve our neighbors. 
As we have been fed, help us to feed all who are hungry. 
As we have been loved, help us to love the world -  
Because in Jesus Christ you have loved us. 
Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN #769                             For Everyone Born 

1 For everyone born, a place at the table, 

for everyone born, clean water and bread, 

a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, 

for everyone born, a star overhead, 

Refrain: 

and God will delight when we are creators 

of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 

yes, God will delight when we are creators 

of justice, justice and joy! 

2 For woman and man, a place at the table, 

revising the roles, deciding the share, 

with wisdom and grace, dividing the power, 

for woman and man, a system that's fair, [Refrain] 

3 For young and for old, a place at the table, 

a voice to be heard, a part in the song, 

the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, 

for young and for old, the right to belong, [Refrain] 

4 For just and unjust, a place at the table, 

abuser, abused, with need to forgive, 

in anger, in hurt, a mindset of mercy, 

for just and unjust, a new way to live, [Refrain] 
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5 For everyone born, a place at the table, 

to live without fear, and simply to be, 

to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, 

for everyone born, the right to be free, [Refrain] 

 
CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 
POSTLUDE             O Day of Peace   
You are encouraged to take the bulletin home with you to read the prayers throughout the week.  
 
 

 
 
Thank you for worshipping with us today. Take a moment 
to fill out the Friendship Pad on our website and send us 
any prayer concerns or joys which will be sent to our 
pastoral care team. 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
Ukulele Ensemble Rehearsal 
Do you love music and want to learn an instrument? Join the ukulele ensemble today!! No experience 
necessary. We will even provide an instrument for you. As pastor Missy always says, "Once you can 
play a C chord, you can join in the fun!!" Speak to Dr. Walter Busse after worship today if you are 
interested.  
Rehearsals are the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of the month at 12:00noon in-person and via Zoom.  
 
Youth Reading Group  
Will resume on Sunday, August 8 @ 4:00pm 
 
Bible Study – Theology Over Morning Java 
Are you ready to explore the next Epistle in our series? Sunday Morning on Zoom and In-Person join 
us for Bible Study Class 10:00 am - 10:30 am.  Zoom Meeting 860-148-3445 Password: 2708 
 
School Backpacks for 1st graders @ Frances Tucker Elementary 
Going to 1st grade can be scary and exciting at the same time and we want to make sure that the 1st 
graders at Frances Tucker Elementary and their parents have a great start. Please pick up a backpack 
or several with the supply list and fill it.  All backpacks need to be returned by August 15th to the 
church.  You may also donate funds and we will purchase the supplies.  To donate go to our website 
www.rivierachurch.org/give 

OPPORTUNITIES TO MAKE A CONNECTION 
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Food Pantry 
We are in need of the following items for the Riviera Food Pantry: 
Peanut Butter, tuna, pasta sauce, canned fruit & vegetables, pasta, rice (1 lb bags), mac & cheese, 
canned soup, granola bars. 
You may drop off donations at the church Tuesdays & Thursdays from 9 am - 12 noon or bring them 
on Sunday. 
You may also donate funds to the Riviera Food Pantry and we will do the shopping. 
 
Congregational Meeting  
(August 15th) there will be a Congregational Meeting for the purpose of voting on the new class of 
Elders and to vote on dissolving the pastoral relationship between The Rev. Martha Shiverick, who 
will be retiring, and Riviera Church. 
 
 
 

 
 

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION: 

Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under 
ONE LICENSE#A-713957. All rights reserved. 

 
Siyahamba / We Are Marching In the Light of God - Anders Nyberg Words and Music - ©1984 Walton Music. All 

Rights Reserved. 

 
Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines - Paul Vasile 

Words and Music - ©2008 MennoMedia Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
 

Prayer of St. Francis - Text and music © 1967, OCP. All rights reserved. Contributors: Sebastian Temple 

 
For Everyone Born - #50-5011 Copyight (c) 2016 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music 

Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved. Contributors: arr. Tom Trenney, Brian Mann 
Tune: Copyright (c) 2006 Brian Mann, administered by General Board of Global Ministries t/a GBGMusick, 

globalpraise@umcmission.org. Text: Shirley Erena Murray, copyright (c) 1998 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 
60188, www.hopepublishing.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

  

O Day of Peace - Contributors: Carl P. Daw, Jr. Text: © 1982, Hope Publishing Company 
  

PUBLIC DOMAIN HYMNS: 

Meditation from Thais by J. Massenet  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISPLAYING PERMISSIONS 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbQHLTUW4ffHbiaTcybG2aueXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dxx0mFoNo5iHQihxAbgI1cnY=&ver=3


10 

 

 
 

Riviera Presbyterian Church – PCUSA 
(A Member Congregation of the  
Presbytery of Tropical Florida) 

5275 Sunset Drive, Miami, FL 33143 | (305)666-8586 
rivierachurch@gmail.com| www.rivierachurch.org 

 
Ministers                                                           All the People 
Pastor                                              Rev. Martha M. Shiverick 
Parish Associate for Visitation     Rev. Rosemary N. Welton 
Parish Associate for Visitation           Rev. Dr. David Welton 
Director of Music                                          Dr. Walter Busse 
Youth Education & Outreach                                Anna Rosas 
Certified Church Administrator                       Barbara Prieto 
Nursery Care Giver                                         Josephine Gurri 
Custodian                                                               Mary Lopez 

 
 

 
Session Session Session 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Kyle Dettloff Karen Collier Susan Admire  

Vivian German Barbara Overton Amparo Hernandez 

Rey Prieto Susan Mazzola Bryan Page 

Cris Sweeny Mimi Sutherland Michele Ready 

mailto:rivierachurch@gmail.com
http://www.rivierachurch.org/

