Epistle: a letter.
An amazingly simple definition for a word that carries with it the power to
embody love, demand justice, and transform the world.
Together we will be working towards these goals throughout the summer.
Together we will learn about The Epistles in the Bible. How they were
written for their time and how we can apply them to our current times.
Together we will write epistles to those we cherish in our church
community.
Together we will let our voices be heard by writing to our legislative
representatives.
Together we will worship as a community of faith united in the knowledge
that God will stand by us in all times and all places.
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RIVIERA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
THE EPISTLES: THESSALONIANS
JULY 18, 2021
GATHERING
We ask all who are attending “in person” worship to keep your mask on as a visible expression of “loving your
neighbor as yourself.”
Please note that this service is broadcasted via live stream and digitally recorded.
For those watching on Zoom you are invited to stay on after the worship service and participate in Fellowship
Time.

CHIMING THE HOUR & WELCOMING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
PRELUDE

It Is Well with My Soul

(Please use the Prelude as a time to quiet your spirit and prepare for worship.)
GREETINGS

Rev. Rosemary Noga Welton

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 125)
One: Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever.
All: As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people, from this
time on and forevermore.
One: Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, and to those who are upright in their hearts.
All: Peace be upon Israel!
One: Let us worship God!
OPENING HYMN #366
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Hymn is printed on pages 3 and 4
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CALL TO CONFESSION
Rev. Dr. David Welton
Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest.” Trusting in God’s faithful love and forgiveness, let us unburden ourselves as we confess our
sin.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Lord, we confess that we worry about the future. We long to control events that are
beyond our control. We also know that you are the Almighty God, and you hold us
securely in the palm of your hand. We acknowledge that our worry is a lack of trust in
your steadfast love and faithfulness, and for this we are truly sorry. Let us, by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving, make our requests known to you. Then, unburdened by
worry, we can receive your peace that surpasses all our human understanding. Come
Lord Jesus!
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, not counting our
trespasses against us. Beloved, be reconciled to God, be forgiven and be at peace.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON

Rev. Rosemary Noga Welton

CHILDREN’S SONG #853
We are Marching in the Light of God
Children may now follow Anna and Josephine to Sunday School.
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Have you spotted our sheep Madeline De Rivera in the sanctuary today?
Each week she'll be hanging out in a different part of the sanctuary so keep
an eye out. She will be visible online as well so look for her at home!

THE WORD
CHORAL ANTHEM
Lift Up the Gates Eternal (Psalm 24)

Israeli folk song

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Rev. Dr. David Welton
Spirit of God, giver of every spiritual gift, quiet our minds and hearts as we prepare to hear your
word. Guide our speaking and listening as your word is read and proclaimed. Amen.
SCRIPTURE
13 But

sisters,[a]

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and
about those who have died,[b] so
14
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died.[c] 15 For this we
declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the
Lord, will by no means precede those who have died.[d] 16 For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven,
and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the
clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord
forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.
One: The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

SERMON

Rev. Rosemary Noga Welton
‘Living in the In-Between Time’

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Rev. Dr. David Welton
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For the Lord’s Prayer we appreciate the diverse traditions and backgrounds that make up the Riviera
community of faith and encourage you to use whatever words for this prayer are meaningful for you.
And now, let us pray in the manner Christ taught us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil. For the kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.
MINUTE FOR MISSION
DOING MISSION OUTLOUD
Immigration Reform

Below are samples of the postcards that have been handed out at the in-person worship if you would
like to use the same text to send postcards to your state senators and representatives.

Pathway to citizenship HR 1177
I am writing this postcard to ask Representative Salazar to support and include a
pathway to citizenship for immigrants in the upcoming budget resolution. As a person
of faith, I believe all people have dignity and its past time for Congress to enact a
pathway to citizenship for essential workers, DACA, and TPS recipients and
farmworkers.
Sincerely,
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Be in the Know – read the bulletin and see what opportunities for ministry you are interested in
making a connection with, events to participate in and classes to expand your faith journey.
CALL TO THE OFFERING
The Act of Gratitude
1. You may donate today with a credit/debit card at
www.rivierachurch.org and click on the GIVE button or use the
scan me code with your phone camera.
2. You may leave your donation in the offering plate as you exit
the sanctuary. You may download the free Give+ app (iOS &
Android)
3. You may set up online payment via your bank bill pay program.
4. You may also mail in your check to the church at Riviera
Presbyterian Church at 5275 Sunset Drive, Miami FL 33143
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DOXOLOGY
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CLOSING HYMN

CHARGE AND BLESSING
Rev. Rosemary Noga Welton
POSTLUDE

How Great Thou Art

You are encouraged to take the bulletin home with you to read the prayers throughout the week.
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Thank you for worshipping with us today. Take a moment
to fill out the Friendship form on our website.
You may also share any prayer requests or joys which will
be sent to our pastoral care team.

Youth Reading Group |
You don't need to have the book. Just log in on Zoom Sundays at 4:00 pm.
Speak to Anna after worship today or email her for the Zoom login.
rivierapreschristianed@gmail.com

Are you ready to explore the next Epistle in our series?
Sunday Morning on Zoom and In-Person Adult Bible Study
Class 10:00 am - 10:30 am.
Meeting 860-148-3445 Password: 2708

Save the Date
Blood Drive July 19
4:00—7:30pm
Recycle Yourself—Donate Blood Roll up your sleeve and donate your precious renewable resource - your blood! Each pint of donated
blood may help as many as three people. Riviera is hosting a blood drive, Monday July 19 from 4:00pm—7:30pm in front of the church
on Sunset Drive. Register at www.oneblood.org/donate - sponsor code #1738 Feel free to bring electronics like your outdated PC, TV,
printers, etc. to recycle them and keep them out of landfills!
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DISPLAYING PERMISSIONS
Copyright Information:

ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION:
Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under
ONE LICENSE#A-713957. All rights reserved.

Siyahamba / We Are Marching In the Light of God - Anders Nyberg Words and Music - ©1984
Walton Music. All Rights Reserved.
Lift Up the Gates Eternal - 1032309 Contributors: Emma Lou Diemer
Tune: © 1994 The Sacred Music Press, a division of The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music
Services) Text: © 1994 The Sacred Music Press, a division of The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by
Music Services). All Rights Reserved.
Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines - Paul Vasile
Words and Music - ©2008 MennoMedia Inc. All Rights Reserved.
How Great Thou Art – 20951 Contributors: Stuart K. Hine
Tune: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust CIO. All rights in the USA its territories and possessions,
except print rights, administered by Capitol CMG Publishing. USA, North and Central American print
rights and all Canadian and South American rights administered by Hope Publishing Company. All
other North and Central American rights administered by the Stuart Hine Trust CIO. Rest of the world
rights administered by Integrity Music Europe. Text: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust CIO. All
rights in the USA its territories and possessions, except print rights, administered by Capitol CMG
Publishing. USA, North and Central American print rights and all Canadian and South American rights
administered by Hope Publishing Company. All other North and Central American rights administered
by the Stuart Hine Trust CIO. Rest of the world rights administered by Integrity Music Europe.
CCLI LICENSING PERMISSION:
Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under
CCLI Copyright License #21016885 & Streaming License #21016892
While We Are Waiting, Come – TEXT: Claire Cloninger, 1986 MUSIC: Don Cason, 1986 TEXT &
MUSIC © 1986 Word Music, LLC. Used by Permission CCLI Copyright License 21016885 & CCLI
Streaming License 21016892
PUBLIC DOMAIN HYMNS:
It is Well With My Soul - Public Domain
TEXT: Horatio G. Spafford, 1876 alt. MUSIC: Philip P. Bliss, 1876
TUNE: VILLE DU HAVRE
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling – Public Domain
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1747, alt. MUSIC: Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1831, alt. HYFRYDOL.
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Riviera Presbyterian Church – PCUSA

(A Member Congregation of the
Presbytery of Tropical Florida)

5275 Sunset Drive, Miami, FL 33143 | (305)666-8586
rivierachurch@gmail.com| www.rivierachurch.org
Ministers
Pastor
Parish Associate for Visitation
Parish Associate for Visitation
Director of Music
Youth Education & Outreach
Certified Church Administrator
Nursery Care Giver
Custodian

Session
Class of 2021
Kyle Dettloff
Vivian German
Rey Prieto
Cris Sweeny

All the People
Rev. Martha M. Shiverick
Rev. Rosemary N. Welton
Rev. Dr. David Welton
Dr. Walter Busse
Anna Rosas
Barbara Prieto
Josephine Gurri
Mary Lopez

Session
Class of 2022
Karen Collier
Barbara Overton
Susan Mazzola
Mimi Sutherland
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Session
Class of 2023
Susan Admire

Amparo Hernandez
Bryan Page
Michele Ready

