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Worship—Sundays at 11:00am 
 APRIL 2017 

 

The Spark 

BEING THE LIGHT OF GOD 

Riviera Presbyterian Church 

5275 Sunset Drive       

Miami, FL 33143 

(305) 666-8586 

11:00am Sunday  

Service 

 

rivierachurch@bellsouth.net 

Visit us on the web at 

www.rivierachurch.org 

Like us on Facebook at   

  facebook.com/RivieraChurch        

Don’t miss the 

last concert of 

our series! 

http://www.rivierachurch.org


 
 April 2017 
 
Dear Riviera Family, 
 
We make our final approach to Holy Week in the 
days ahead.  Christians traditionally use this 
season of Lent to prepare for Holy Week and the 
Easter Holiday.  We ponder our relationship with 
God, our discipleship as followers of Jesus, and 
seek where the Spirit is calling us next.  Individ-
ually and corporately we must meditate and pray 
on our faith and the call to action that it asks of 
us.  Yes, we are called to be together as a   
community of faith, but called to be together to 
do what?   
 
First, we are called to love God and one            
another.  We are called to celebrate each other’s 
joys and also to hold each other in times of sick-
ness, need, and loneliness.  Holidays are mixed 

bags.  Some approach them with zeal and happiness and others feel a sadness 
as they are reminders of times in the past and people now gone.  God calls us  
into community to care for each other. 
 
But God also calls us out into the world.  The faith we have in God also calls us 
to be Christ to the world.  This Lent we have been wrestling with our response to 
the insecurity in which our neighbors who are undocumented immigrants are now 
living.  How do we who follow the God of welcome and love, who calls us to care 
for the foreigner in our midst, respond?  We have voted to join the sanctuary 
movement, a bold step, but one where we live out our faith. Riviera Church does 
not have the physical space to house immigrant families even for a short time, 
but we recognize that  this does not excuse us from helping other churches who 
are offering physical sanctuary.  We can aid churches in their care and help in 
other ways when called upon to do so.  Because God requires it of us... To do 
justice, to care for the stranger in our midst, and help give voice to the powerless.  
I don’t know if this sanctuary statement will have a large impact on us or not. Will 
we be called to action or will we just add to the power of the voices of others who 
have spoken of their commitment?  But, we have acted out of our faith and            
calling. 
 
In faith and In Love, 
Missy 
The Rev. Martha M. Shiverick 
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¿Hablas español? 

Jillian Gardner 

It does not surprise me that the most common question I get since moving to Miami is ¿Hablas 
español? Do you speak Spanish? An overwhelming majority of the time my response is, un 
poco/a little bit. I go on to listen to what the person is saying to me, nodding as they speak, 
and then when they are finished I usually slip into a panic. What did they just say? Should I 
say something back even if it is wrong? I did not realize it at first but my inability to trust in 
my Spanish was starting to hold me back from engaging with people. For me, this was a big 
problem. I love greeting people and engaging with those unfamiliar to me. Realizing this has 
given me two missions. The first, to be more open to listening without always having to re-
spond. The second, to trust in my ability to communicate with those who speak a different 
language.  

Listening is a value I hold very high. I enjoy listening to my friends and community mates 
about their day and their joys and concerns. Listening attentively allows me to take myself out 
of the equation and completely be present for another person. Being able to do a year of ser-
vice has allowed me to learn how to listen to others, even when I do not comprehend their 
entire message. 

The Miami YAVs/Dwellers enjoy attending a Spanish Presbyterian church. At first I was a little hesitant. I was concerned that since I 
would not understand the message that somehow I would be missing out on my church needs that week. I could not have been more 
wrong. By attending church completely in Spanish I was called to fully listen. There were times that were familiar, like singing “Holy, 
Holy, Holy”/”Santo, Santo, Santo” in Spanish or listening to scripture. And times that were unfamiliar, like listening to a Sermon that I 
could only pick up bits and pieces of. All in all, engaging with the Spanish language on a spiritual level has only grown my understanding 
of what listening truly entails.  

I studied Spanish at college, but have always been challenged by the language. Conjugating verbs, the past and present tense, and using 
the correct pronouns always confused me. Seeing the language at work, however, has taught me more than I learned in the classroom. I 
was waiting for the trolley the other morning when a man sat next to me on the bench. He began pointing at his finger and saying “poca 
cura”!! I thought at first he was asking me if I had a ring or was married so I said no. Later on I looked over and saw his finger was 
bleeding. Immediately I reached into my bag and gave him a bandaid. “curita” means “little cure” and context clues would have shown me 
that. I like telling this story because it reminds me that even though I do not at first understand Spanish, I shouldn’t shy away from it. 
Often times I receive calls at work from Spanish speakers and pass them on to my co-workers, but I should begin to navigate communi-
cating the best I can.  

Listening takes a lot of energy, especially in a different language. Now I see that this extra effort opens my eyes to learning new things, 
engaging in new experiences, and gaining a new perspective.  

Gracias por leer!  

JG 
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Christian Education News 

Children are invited to attend the Maundy Thursday service 

at 7pm.  Easter Sunday after worship there will be an Easter 

egg hunt, bring your baskets.  

 

Want to get a glimpse into the sermon on Sunday morning? Come 
to Theology Over Morning Java Sundays at 9:30am in the church 
library.  

The Women’s Study group will meet on Thursday, April 20 at 
7:00pm in the church library.  Discussion will be on Chapter Six of 
“An Abiding Hope”. 

Theology Uncorked will meet on Sunday, 

April 9th at 5pm at Titanic Restaurant and 

Brewery.  

All are invited for stimulating conversation 

on current topics, good food and drink and 

company.  

STAY TUNED FOR UPCOMING NEWS 



5 

April  Birthdays 
Valerie Deville—2 

Shane Swords—2 

Laura Fothergill—5 

Gavin Harrison—7 

Brandon Bestard—9 

Ella Lee—9 

Dustin Deville—9 

Claire Lardner—15 

Avon Kunce—20 

Niklas Swords—20 

Christina Semeraro—22 

Mimi Sutherland—24 

Alex Valdivia—25 

 

If we forgot your birthday 

please let us know. 

Thank you. 

Fellowship & Community News 

 

Thank you to all the helpers 

and participants the day of the 

Yard Sale. We raised $600 for 

DOOR Miami.  
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Fellowship & Community News ... 

For Pentecost we will be making Origami Peace cranes which will decorate the Welcome 
Area/Narthex and around the communion table.  They will be in various shades of red, 
reddish brown, and  yellows.  The liturgical symbols of Pentecost are fire and the dove 
so our cranes will be doves in fire colors!  We will hang the ones in the Welcome Area/ 
Narthex from the ceiling and we will hang a curtain of them from a coat rack behind the 
communion table.   

 “Riviera Rocks!!!” - This summer we will have a painted rock project where members of 
the church leave painted rocks on paths they travel.  We will put the church’s name and 
a # and email address to the church and ask people to take a picture of themselves 
with the rock and send it to us.  They can either put the rock back where they found it 
or take it with them to place in another location. 

To get ready for project #1 and #2  all are invited to Art Night @ Riviera. You will be 
able to work at two stations while sipping wine and appetizers…. One station will be 
rock painting and the other will be origami making. Examples of what can be put on the 
rocks and directions and direction to the origami will be supplied! 

 

RSVP to the church office at 305-666-8586x3. 

 

 

Art Night @ Riviera  -  Friday, April 21 6—8pm 

Mission News 
You are invited to a Pre-Mother’s Day/ Teacher Appreciation, etc.. Pop Up Shop 

Fundraiser on Friday, April 28th from 3—7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.  We will 

have fashion from: The Mass Collection; Hand-crafted soaps from Pura Alma;  Beau-

ty Products from: Ebene; Local Raw Honey from Bea’s Raw Honey. Food provided by 

Forno Italiano and others.  Portion of proceeds go to DOOR Miami Young Adult Vol-

unteer Program.  
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Mission News 

The March for Sciecommunity. 
We will come together on April 22, 2017 to unite, as a community, and to call for        
science that upholds the common good, and for policies that enact evidence-based      
science in the publics interest. 

Scientists work together to help understand, and build, a better future for us. Science is 
constantly expanding, and is a continual process that should not be withheld from the 
public-- especially tax-funded research. Without science, we would not have the modern 
medicine we use today, or the education that teaches children and adults to think criti-
cally, ask questions, and evaluate. 

We will gather together at Museum Park on April 22, 2017 at 11am , to stand united for 
fellow scientists, and science enthusiasts, and to pledge our dedication to open,           
inclusive, and accessible science! 

If you are interested in attending please contact Karen Picciano at                                      
picciano@bellsouth.net.   

Event is free but click here to register.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/march-for-science-miami-tickets-32244845200?aff=efbeventtix
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Worship News 

“Could you not pray with me for one hour?” – Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane 

 

This year members and friends of Riviera will participate in an Easter prayer vigil.  We 
will commence on Good Friday and conclude at 6AM on Easter Sunday.  Your Worship 
and Music Committee trusts that you will find this a meaningful part of your Holy Week 
experience. 

Those who sign up will be provided with a  Lenten Reflections booklet.  

If you haven’t signed up yet, please contact the church office to see what time slots are 
still available.  

2017-2019 PCUSA Planning Calendars  

If you would like to place an order for the calendar, please call 

Barbie 305-666-8586 x3. The cost is $9 per calendar. Deadline is 

April 7th.  


