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Worship: Sundays  11am  NOVEMBER 2017 

 

The Spark 

BEING THE LIGHT OF GOD 

Riviera Presbyterian Church 
5275 Sunset Drive       
Miami, FL 33143 
(305) 666-8586 

11:00am Sunday Service 

 

rivierachurch@bellsouth.net 

Visit us on the web at www.rivierachurch.org 

Like us on Facebook at   
  facebook.com/RivieraChurch        

 
 

Rev. Martha Shiverick 
Pastor 
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Director of Music 
 

Barbara Prieto 
Certified Church Administrator 

 
Valerie Deville 

Sunday School Superintendent 
 

Kathy Stults 
Clerk of Session 

 
Session Members 
Allison Anderson 

Karen Collier 
Vivian German 
Colista James 

Christian Mazzola 
Barbara Overton 

Steve Padilla 
Bryan Page 

Karen Picciano 
Nicole Prieto 
Kathy Stults 
Cris Sweeny 

 
In This Issue 

 Syrian Supper Club 
 Missy’s Message 
 Worship & Music News 
 Christian Education News 
 Mission News 
 Congregational Care News 
 Fellowship News 
 Stewardship News 
 Session News 
 Etc.  

Click on link to purchase tickets http://bit.ly/2tM8SjH 

http://www.rivierachurch.org
http://bit.ly/2tM8SjH


 
 November, 2017 
 
Dear Riviera Family, 
 
How nice to have a month of the year to celebrate with 
thanksgiving the bounty in our lives.  As people who 
believe all we have comes from God we do this in           
worship and we also celebrate what we have been given 
on the civic holiday of Thanksgiving.   
 
The month begins with All Saints Day.  We will                

celebrate it November 5th.  Historically, the holiday began as a ‘catch all’ celebration for the 
saints in the Catholic Church who did not have their own Sundays for church members to 
remember their work and ministries. In our Presbyterian reformed tradition, where we           
believe in the sainthood of all believers, it has become a Sunday when we remember those 
saints in our lives and our church who are now dead and at one with God.  It is a somber 
time but also one of celebration and thanksgiving for the gift of each person as these saints 
are now carried in our memory and our hearts.  This year we will place candles out for          
people to light in memory of loved ones now deceased and will also have a candle lit for 
those who have died in gun violence this year as well.  
 
The month ends with the civic Thanksgiving holiday.  It is a time to gather at a table and            
remember the great bounty we enjoy.  As people of faith, it is a time for us to remember all 
our resources come from God.  For me this year will be a special holiday as I will gather 
with my family including my two grandsons who are 3 and 20 months old. (How long do 
you think we will actually sit at a table?) But, it is good to remember that not all holidays are 
special, are good, or can be happy.  For some, sitting at a dinner table with family is a time of 
stress.  For others, it is a time of loneliness and sadness.  Some years we are distanced from 
family by too many miles or emotions.  I challenge each of us to make our holiday fuller and 
meaningful by inviting another to our table. In the sharing of what we have with others, we 
will experience the fullness of God’s blessings given so freely to us! 
 
In Christ and Love,  
Missy 
The Rev. Martha M. Shiverick 
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Worship & Music News... 

Thanksgiving  

Interfaith Service 

and Musical  

Celebration 
Date: Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Time: 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm  

Location: Sanctuary, Lewis Religious 

Life  

Complex, Temple Beth Am - 5950 N. 

Kendall Drive, Pinecrest, FL 33156  

 

Enjoy the annual Thanksgiving           

Interfaith Service of inspirational       

readings and beautiful music, with the participation of the Interfaith Choir of South Dade directed 

by Cantor Rachelle Nelson and the following area congregations: 

Ahavat Olam 

Beth David Congregation 

Bet Shira Congregation 

Coral Gables Congregational United Church of Christ 

First United Methodist Church of Coral Gables 

Riviera Presbyterian Church 

St. Louis Catholic Church 

Temple Beth Tov Ahavat Shalom 

Temple Judea 

Temple Hatikvah, Homestead Jewish Center  

Bring your entire family for this community-wide celebration as we praise God for the bounty of 

creation. 

Refreshments following services.  For information, call 786.364.9441 

 Message from Warren Broome 

It has been my great joy to serve the Riviera congregation for all these years. It is 

with love for you all that I must leave you and return to Louisville. 

At this time of my life, family must take priority and I rest assured that you will 

soon have very capable leadership to guide the music life of the church. 

Come to visit us -- and we will be back to visit you. 

In the music world there are no goodbyes, only “If I don’t see you-- I’ll see you!” 

  --Warren       
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Meet Derrick Goff 

We welcome Derrick Goff as our guest organist for November 5th and 

12th.  

Derrick joins Florida Grand Opera as Apprentice Coach and Pianist for the 

2017-18 season. Based in New York City, Derrick has been a coach,           

pianist, and chorusmaster for Bel Canto at Caramoor for the past six             

seasons. Before this season at FGO, Derrick enjoyed nine years as              

Director of Music at St. Thomas' Church, Whitemarsh in suburban                

Philadelphia, where he played the organ and conducted a semi-

professional adult choir and chorister program. Having previously served 

as Artistic Director of the Princeton Opera Alliance, Derrick music                       

directed and conducted performances of Idomeneo, Don Pasquale, Faust,      

L'elisir d'amore, and I Capuleti e i Montecchi, among others, in the               

Princeton area, and has conducted Don Giovanni in Lawrence, Kansas. 

Worship & Music News... 

Christian Education News... 

You are invited to          

Theology Over Morning 

Java Sundays at 9:30am in 

the church library. Elder 

Chuck Hannemann leads 

this class for all adult           

ages and all spiritual 

stages.  

Theology Uncorked 

will meet on Sunday, 

November 12 from 

5pm-7pm at  Titanic 

Restaurant and 

Brewery 5813 Ponce 

de Leon Blvd, Coral 

Gables, FL 33146.  

Let’s “uncork”           

together politics, 

pop culture, sex, 

racism, current 

events. Come and 

find out what             

November’s topic 

will be.  Food and 

beverages are  

available for you to 

purchase. 

Women’s 

Study Group 

will meet on 

Thursday,         

November 16 

from 7pm-

8:30pm in the 

church library. 

Lesson One 

focuses on He-

brews’ empha-

sis throughout 

the book that 

Jesus, the 

Christ, is the 

basis of all our 

faith and              

action,                   

individually 

and as a faith. 
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This Church Sunday School Year’s theme is Learn and Serve -          
A weekly adventure through the Bible.   
 
Dear God, we are so thankful for times of celebration and worship. 

Amen. 
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Mission News... 

Directors Report:  
Thank you all for those who generously gave baked goods and volunteered your time for our Halloween Carnival.  

The Child Care Center is such a special place in part because of all of our families who contribute to our program. It is 

because of you, that we are able to improve the center facility to serve our children. We feel very blessed to have 

your support.  

This month we will have a couple of fundraisers going on.  

Coupon Book – we are asking for each family to purchase one $25.00 book. You can use the grocery coupons at 

most stores and this makes up for the price of the book. You can resell the book if you do not wish to keep it. If you 

would like to sell more book, please inform us in order to place another order.  The deadline for your purchase is 

November 15th.  

Amazon Smile - At no extra cost to you, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchas-

es to The Child Care Center Inc. whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. 

Same products, same prices, same service. For those of you that may be frequent shoppers on Amazon or may just 

buy something on an occasional basis, please keep CCC and AmazonSmile in mind while shopping!  

Looking forward to a month of thanksgiving!  -- Lynn and Jessica 

Riviera is a drop off site for 
supplies for the Key West          
community. Here is a list of 

Thank you to all who donated socks 

to the Socktober Drive.  With your 

help we surpassed our goal of 250! 

287! 
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Mission News... 

Thank you for your generous gifts to the Peace and Global Witness Offering.  Your gifts to this              

offering is one way you can follow in the way of Jesus. These gifts express your commitment to a 

more and just  and peaceful world.  We raised $505.00 

25.% will be donated to the Iglesia Presbiteriana de Caguas in Puerto Rico 

25% goes to our Presbytery of Tropical Florida  

50% goes to the PCUSA Peacemaking Mission 

We were very luck with Hurricane Irma, just a few days 

of no power and no internet but our brothers and            

sisters in Puerto Rico were not so luck with Hurricane 

Maria.  You have once again opened your heart and 

have shared your treasure with those affected by              

Hurricane Maria.  The concert Music of My Life by         

Nicole and Warren raised $200 and we have received 

donations from  individual members as well. Currently 

we have a total of $700.  If you would like to donate to 

help the Iglesia Presbiteriana de Caguas in Puerto Rico 

please make checks payable to Riviera Presbyterian 

Church and memo it -  Presbyterian Church Puerto           

Rico.                     

Did you know that there is a Green Bible? 

Watch this YouTube video 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?

time_continue=183&v=Em8anMualjk 

 

The Green Bible is an English version of the 

New Revised Standard Version Bible with a            

focus on environmental issues and teachings. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=183&v=Em8anMualjk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Revised_Standard_Version
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
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Mission News... 
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Congregational Care News ... 

November Birthdays 
Sarah German - 6 

Ellen Anderson - 8 

Jakk Schoenblatt - 10 

Jae Sweeny - 15 

Graham German - 16 

Tracey Schoenblatt - 23 

Barbie Prieto - 28 

 

If your birthday is not listed please let 

us know in the church office.  

 

Celebration of Life… 
Our Deepest Sympathies as a              

congregation are extended to the               

families of the following former Riviera 

members upon the death of their loved 

ones: 

 

 

Rufus Broadaway - September  1, 2017 

Caroline Barker - October 19, 2017 

 

We Welcome New Members 

 Susan Admire 

 Jackie Junco 

 Juliana Orozco - Junco 
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Fellowship & Community News... 

First Sunday of the Month Potluck 

Luncheon - November 5 following  

worship.  Please bring a dish to share 

enough for 8 to 10 people.  

 

Remember - calories consumed at the 

church potluck don’t count.  

 

See you at Titanic! 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 26th all are invited to the Greening 

of the Church—Decorating  for the Advent Season!  

We will have tasks for all ages and abilities.  
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Fellowship & Community News... 

 
 

You are invited to           

Riviera Presbyterian 

Church for pancakes, 

eggs, sausage, juice and 

coffee 

  

8:30am – 10:30am 

  

Free Breakfast! 

  

Donations of canned 

goods for our                 

community food pantry 

are welcomed! 

  

RivieraChurch 

 

  

Riviera Presbyterian 

Church 

5275 Sunset DR 
Miami, FL 33143 

305-666-8586 

www.rivierachurch.org 

Worship Sundays at 11:00am 

November 23 
Thanksgiving 

Pancake 

Breakfast 
Everyone is invited to come 

and enjoy a free pancake 

breakfast! 
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Stewardship News... 

Over the past years, RPC members and friends have consistently supported Christ’s work here at Riviera. Thank you - we are grateful to have them as 
members and active participants in the life of Riviera. Their pledges have helped the Church do some remarkable things - touching and changing lives 
of many – such as these initiatives: 

Practice of Advocating for Social Justice –  including support for integration of public schools in the 70’s, creation of a child care center for  working 
families in the 80’s and establishing our commitment to LGBTQ civil rights in the 90’s and to environmental matters in the early 2000’s. 

2017 Commitment to the Sanctuary Movement – working to protect the rights of undocumented persons in our community 

Work as an Earth Care Congregation – certified by the PCUSA and focusing on our work as keepers of God’s creation through worship,  education, 
facilities and outreach activities 

Providing a Food Safety Net in South Miami by giving more than 180 food bags for families or individuals annually and 30 Publix gift certificates         
distributed at Thanksgiving and Easter. 

Hands on Mission (Service) Opportunities for Members – including  collections of socks for the homeless and backpacks for    students at Frances S. 
Tucker Elementary. 
 
Riviera provides Christian Education to our children, youth and adults.  Our Worship services are thoughtful and joyous celebrations of God. Our            
community celebrates together in frequent fellowship activities and supports each other in times of trouble. 

 
But we want to continue our work and do much more; Riviera aspires to stretch so that soon we will be able to: 

1. Build on our Christian education program to include a ministry to our children in middle school. 
2. Build ministries and fellowship opportunities particularly geared to the growing population of young adults in our church who are between the   

ages of 21-35. 
3. Continue to witness God's call to justice and share Christ's unconditional love with the world in opposition to growing racism in our society. 
 

We invite your continued leadership in making these dreams come true. To that end, we encourage you to consider giving proportionally.   This means 
offering a percentage of your income with a goal of giving 10% (tithe).  If stepping up to 10% all at once seems  daunting, we ask you to continue your 
stewardship journey by increasing your current pledge to a higher percentage in 2018 and aim to increase the percentage each successive year until 
you reach the tithe.   
 
Some of our leaders have responded to the biblical call of tithing and feel blessings from this commitment to God’s work. Is it time to start your  journey 
to reach the tithe? Committing to your stewardship journey will enable Riviera to do more things that change lives and make the world a better place.   
 

Name              __________________________________ 
 

 

My/Our 2018 Pledge is: $_______________ □ Weekly   

 □ Monthly   

□ Annually 

 

Details of how I will give: □ Automatic bank transfers 

 □ Check (personal envelopes requested □ YES) 

 □ Cash (personal envelopes requested □ YES)  

  □ Credit Card  
           (note: Riviera is charged a 3% processing fee on all credit card transactions) 

 □ Other: ______________________  

 

 

Your Signature:             Date:     

 

 

Please return your completed pledge form to Riviera by mail or by placing it in the collection plate  

on any Sunday on or before November 12. Thank you! 



13 

Session  News 

 3 new members joined on October 15, Susan Admire, Jackie Junco, Juliana Orozco-Junco 

 Isabelle Hill asked for transfer of membership, MSP with a letter that tells what a valued, 

active member she was at RPC. 

 Session discussion: New RPC Mission Statement . 

 Young adults are increasing, all heard about us thru social media. 

 Staff reviews to be done thru mid-November  

 Important dates:  

 Syrian Supper Nov 18 

 Pancake breakfast Thanksgiving am 

 

 Next Session meeting 4th Tuesday November 28th. 

 

 

Formal 

Per capita is an opportunity for all communicant 

members of the Presbyterian church to participate 

equally, responsibly, and interdependently by    

sharing the cost of coordination and evaluation of 

mission; and of performing ecclesiastical, legisla-

tive, and judicial functions that identify a Reformed 

Church, while at the same time strengthening the 

sense of community among all Presbyterians. 

(Excerpted from the GA Minutes, Part 1, 1995) 

 

Informal 

Per Capita is a set amount of money 

(apportionment) per member that congregations 

pay to the larger Presbyterian Church USA. 

Because it is rooted in the connectional and cove-

nantal nature of the Presbyterian church, as              

affirmed by the ordination vows taken by elders 

and ministers of the Word and Sacrament, per 

capita could be called the Presbyterian Covenant 

Community Fund. 

 

The $33 for Per Capita for 2017 goes to General 

Assembly, Synod of South Atlantic and the Presby-

tery of Tropical Florida.  All churches are required 

to pay this amount per member.  Please help           

Riviera stretch its Mission Dollars by paying your 

Per Capita fee.  At this time we have received 

$1,551.00; our bill is $4481.36 and it is due on 

12/31/2017.  

 

Please contact the church office if you have a 

question.  

Thank you. 
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Etc… 

If you would like to sponsor the Taize Tuesday service on November 7th. Please contact           

Danny Morales  at dannymorales2875@gmail.com.  Suggested snacks: Cookies, Veggie             

Platter, Bottled Water.  

Please arrive by 5:45pm Chapel of  The Venerable Bede, located at 1150 Stanford Drive. Taize 

Service starts at 6pm. 

Reasons To Be An Active Church Member 

 Being an active church member helps strengthen your commitment. 

 Being active in your church helps you grow as a person. 

 Church provides a sense of belonging and fellowship. 

 Active church membership can give you a sense of fulfillment. 

 Sharing your unique gifts helps you - and your church - grow. 

 Being active in your church is an opportunity to serve others. 

 You can help fulfill Christ’s mission in the world. 

 Active church membership can help nurture children. 

 Being active in your church helps put your faith into action. 

 Active church membership helps build a sense of community. 

 Church can offer support in times of crisis. 

 Being an active member of the church can bring you spiritual joy. 

Learn how you can become more active at Riviera by talking to Missy. 
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Riviera Presbyterian Church  

is open to all who want to be part of a community of faith 

seeking to being the light of God.   

God makes no distinction among people and neither do we.   

  

Mission Statement 

Riviera Presbyterian Church is a spiritual community en-

gaged in joyful worship, transformative  education, and ac-

tive service being the light of God. 

November at Riviera 
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October at Riviera 

Pictures by Allison Anderson & Robbie Adams 

World Communion Sunday Music of My Life Concert 

Young Professionals Dinner Party Warren’s Second Retirement 

Reformation Sunday  Reformation Sunday Sing A Long 


