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 May 2017 

 

Dear Riviera family, 

 

We have a very important Sunday coming up in 

May in which I hope you will all be involved.  On 

May 21st, as a part of the worship service, we will 

have the opportunity to assess the ministries of 

Riviera Presbyterian Church and whether we are 

answering where God calls us at this time and 

place.  Whether you are a lifelong member, or 

just walked into Riviera that morning for the first 

time, you have a sense of the ministry of the 

church and whether it is fits your needs and your 

calling to discipleship. 

 

The idea came from the March Session Meeting 

when several Elders wondered what was the feed back of certain programs and di-

rections in our ministries.  And, the truth is we don’t get much feedback and what 

we hear is  usually positive.  The healthy church, however, is one which constantly 

changes and readjusts its ministries to bring Christ’s message of love to this con-

stantly changing world.  Perhaps we made the mark last month, but are we going in 

the right direction today?  We constantly need to assess and adjust.  So, we are ask-

ing for your help.  I ask you to make church that day a priority.  The session and I 

have no agenda for what develops except to listen to what you say. 

 

I also want to share with you about change that is happening in our Presbytery.  As 

some of  you know, in January The Rev. Daris Bultena became our new General 

Presbyter.  He moved from Baltimore where he served a church as its pastor for two 

decades.  He brings with him a joy,  enthusiasm, and commitment for making this 

Presbytery a vibrant place that is looking towards the future instead of dwelling on 

the past.  We have been praying for him weekly in our congregational prayers.  I 

agreed to moderate the Leadership Council of Presbytery as a way to help him in 

this mission and ask any of you who would like to be a part of the change to volun-

teer to go to the Presbytery meetings representing the church and to to serve on 

Presbytery committees that fit your interest. 

 

In Christ and Love, 

Missy 

The Rev. Martha M. Shiverick 
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How Do I Recommit?  
 

10 hours later I was back home in Miami smiling from ear to ear 

about the weekend I just had with my fellow southeastern YA-

V’s. Let me back up a little…  

Spring Retreat is something I had been looking forward to all 

year. A chance to connect with YAV’s, share experiences and 

take a relaxing break from our site cities. The Miami YAV’s all 

piled into our van and drove for about 10 hours to reach the re-

treat site in Americus, Georgia. Stopping along the way for 

Puerto Rican food and Southern fast food staples, I became 

more and more excited for the retreat.  

One of the best parts for me was the idea of this retreat serving 

as a chance to recommit myself to my year. Throughout the 

year I have seen how I have become more passive about my 

commitments. I recognize that I have viewed these next couple 

of months as a pathway to my next adventure at Law School in-

stead of a destination in it of itself. 

So how can I recommit?  

When I think of recommitment I automatically become stressed because my first thought is 

that I am going to have to pick up new daily tasks in order to feel like I have made a effort to 

be more committed. However, at retreat we reflected on “letting go” which made a world 

of difference for me. The ability to let things go that I have been holding on to during my 

year could be a way I could open myself up more for a chance at recommitment. Letting go 

of a lack of control over when the bus comes, spending money, or even what I eat for din-

ner. Letting go over that sense of control allows me to recommit to my community.  

Recognizing that I am part of a larger YAV community was also very life giving for me. See-

ing familiar faces and being able to talk about our experiences showed me new ways to re-

commit myself to my year. I see now that I have so many people rooting for me and for the 

Miami house, and that makes me feel more supported than ever.  

Thank you for an amazing weekend to all the wonderful YAV’s I met and to Koinonia Farms 

for hosting us! 

-JG 
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Mission News 

CALL TO ACTION: - PLEASE DONATE ON  
SUNDAY, MAY 7 FROM NOON –2:30PM 

OGHS 

Thank you to all 

who participated 

in Riviera’s 2017 

One Great Hour of 

Sharing offering. 

 

We had a Big 

Catch of $500 

 
With these funds 

we help to further 

the work of  

Presbyterian  

Disaster Assistance 

 

Presbyterian  

Hunger Program 

 

Self—Development 

of People 
 

Riviera received its Earth Care Congregation recertification  

                                                    just in time for Earth Day worship service.   

                                                    Listed below are some new steps we have taken in 2017: 

                                                                 Bulletin Board on Earth Care Issues 

 

                                                        Articles & Announcements about Earth Care in 

                              Sunday bulletin and newsletter 

 

                                                      Bi-weekly E-Newsletter dedicated to Earth Care with    

                 news, call to action and local events 

                                                                 

                                                                          Serving Fair Trade Coffee 
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Christian Education News 

 Want to get a glimpse into the sermon on Sunday morning? Come 
to Theology Over Morning Java Sundays at 9:30am in the church 
library.  

 

Theology Uncorked will meet on Sunday, 

May 14th at 5pm at Titanic Restaurant and 

Brewery.  

All are invited for stimulating conversation 

on current topics, good food and drink and 

company.  

The Women’s Study group will meet on Thursday, May 25at 
7:00pm in the church library.  Discussion will be on Chapter                  
Seven of “An Abiding Hope”. 
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Worship News 

but Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for 

it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.”  

Sunday, May 21 as a part of the worship service members 

and visitors will be invited to participate in a discussion 

about the mission and purpose of the church.  Don’t miss 

this opportunity to be a part of the future direction of the 

ministries and missions of Riviera Presbyterian Church as 

we faithfully and continually discern God’s call to us as 

disciples of God. 
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May  Birthdays 
Nicole Prieto—3 

Cheryl Earwood—11 

Isabelle Hill—15 

Janet Peterson—16 

 

If we forgot your birthday 

please let us know. 

Thank you. 

Fellowship & Community News 
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July 29 at 7:10pm 
If you are interested please contact 

the church office to add your name 

to the list.   
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Congregational Care News ... 

On May 6 Henrietta Jones entered into the church  

triumphant.  We will announce memorial service            

information once a date has been set.  

Stewardship News 

1Quarter contribution statements were mailed out at the end of April. If 

you did not receive yours or had questions please contact Freddy, the 

church bookkeeper.  

 

 

Ways to Donate to Riviera    

www.rivierachurch.org 

Use the DONATE Button 

 

You can choose to give 

through your bank via a 

Bill Pay option  


